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- Failure to reply within the set or extended perii S W ' S ? (6) M ° NTHS from lhe mailin 9 da,e °< ,hi * communication 

Any reply received by the Office later thanXeVmonThs aS'thl 3 58 S ap P l,ca,,on ,0 I*™™ ABANDONED (35 U:S.C. § 1 33). 

earned patent term adjustment. See STCFrTtS^ 9 ° °' lh " communica,ion . ««. if timely tiled, may reduce any 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 February 2004 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)|g| This action is non-final 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed m accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) IHf Claim(s) _M9 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claimfs) is/are allowed. i 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-13 and 16-19 is/are rejected. 
7M Claim(s) 14andJ5 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
Replacement dra^ng sheet(s, including the correction is required if the dra^ng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 DD The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 119(aWd> or m 
a)DAII b)D Some* c)D None of: 's^ 
1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3-D Cop.es of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. j 
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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or'described as set 
£ ToliorTn ^ ,^7* ' e ' if h ttie t differences betwe - th * ^Ject matter soughj £ TXntUL 
tLZnn lT h V the SUb J 6C matter 35 3 Wtl0,e wou,d have been obvious * the time the 
pZ k °u a PerS ° n h3V,ng 0rdinary skHI in the art t0 ^ sa * subject matter pertains 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made: 

2. Claims 1-12 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sills in view of Craig et al. Sills discloses the basic claimed structure 
including a watercraft with a tunnel defined by a shell with a transom 20, a top 29, and 
an open bottom and rear (not Figure 5, for example), an engine 30, a plate 42 with a 
flexible mounting (note column 3, line 1), and a jet pump 34. Not disclosed by Sills is a 
ride plate, engine electronics and an air box. Craig et al disclose a ride pjate 52, an 
integrated engine, ride plate and jet unit, engine electronics and an air box 24. It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to form the device of Sills to have an integrated engine, jet unit and ride plate as 
taught by Craig et al to isolate vibrations and to form the engine with electronics and an 
air box for improved engine performance. Additionally, to provide the gearing with a 
clutch would have been an obvious choice of engineering design to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made for improved jet performance. 
Additionally, the intended use of claims 3 and 4 have been given limited Weight because 
intended use defines no patentable structure. 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sills in 
view of Craig et al as applied to claiml above, and further in view of Sonnleitner et al. 
Sills does not disclose an inclined engine. Sonnleitner et al teach an inclined engine. It 
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would" have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to form the device of Craig et al with an inclined engine as taught by 
Sonneleitner et al for improved boat room. 

4. Claims 14 and 1 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Avila whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2578. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8 AM to 4 
PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair^irect.uspto/gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Stephen Avila 
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